
Nantes, France – March 30, 2017

Sercel Announces Further Milestones in Deployment of  
QuietSea Passive Acoustic Monitoring System

Sercel is pleased to announce that its revolutionary QuietSea™ Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) system, which is 
seamlessly integrated into seismic streamers to detect the presence of marine mammals during seismic operations, 
has passed two major milestones.

Most recently, the US Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) authorized the use of QuietSea for 
seismic survey operations in the US waters of the Gulf of Mexico. The US authorities recognized that the ability to use 
geophysical survey streamers for PAM was a great step in the future development of effective PAM systems. 

Another milestone was achieved when QuietSea was deployed commercially for the first time, on a proprietary 3D 
seismic survey CGG conducted offshore Morocco late last year. For nearly three months of continuous use throughout  
the survey, QuietSea’s integrated architecture enabled smooth and safe deployment and unimpeded productivity.

Sercel’s QuietSea marine mammal monitoring system was specifically designed to provide clear and accurate mammal  
detection and localization information to PAM operators having to make rapid and well-informed decisions during  
seismic surveys. Used by an operator during the night or at times of poor visibility, QuietSea also provided automatic 
mammal detection during the day, which complemented the regular visual sightings by the marine mammal observer. 

Anna Katarzyna Leszczynska, PAM operator with Hydenlyne, who operated QuietSea on CGG’s Geo Caspian vessel, 
said: “I must say that I am truly impressed with QuietSea. It’s an amazing mitigation tool and it’s a pure pleasure to work 
with. No downtime was experienced as a result of PAM equipment failure or human errors.” 

Pascal Rouiller, Sercel CEO, said: “These two important milestones confirm the industry’s recognition of QuietSea as an 
effective marine mammal monitoring system for environmentally responsible marine seismic acquisition. Its accuracy 
and reliability, combined with its ease of deployment and user-friendliness, make it the ideal mitigation tool for optimizing 
marine mammal detection while eliminating any potential related safety risks.”

About Sercel 

Sercel is the world’s leading designer and manufacturer of innovative seismic equipment and reservoir monitoring 
instruments. Sercel provides oil field service companies and geophysical contractors with the widest range of lea-
ding-edge technologies for exploration in land, marine, ocean bottom, transition zone and reservoir environments. 
Employing more than 1,500 people worldwide, Sercel’s main sales offices are located in Houston (USA) and Nantes 
(France). More information about Sercel is available at www.sercel.com. 
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